Excerpt of Esperanza Candelas 
Interview 


[00:00:00] Ginger Elliot: '92. This is a tape recorded interview with Esperanza 
Candelas. She's telling us about her interest and history in El Barrio Park. 


Esperanza, why don't you tell us what you remember about the park? 
[00:00:31] Esperanza Candelas: Um, at the park or being living here? 
[00:00:36] Ginger Elliot: Yes, and living in this neighborhood. 


[00:00:38] Esperanza Candelas: Oh, well, in this neighborhood, we came from 
Mexico. Not in this neighborhood, but where we first came to Claremont was in 
1919. Then from there, we moved. My mother died, but we moved to, what will 
I say, for where the [00:01:00] Intercultural Council bought all that land, my 
father, my father built a little home and from where we were over there, it was 
moved there, but then I don't know what happened. The Enriquez loaned us the 
footing out to put our little house there, so my father was rented there. From 
there we went to the Ornelas property, which is this side of the Claremont 
Boulevard. 


[00:01:32] Ginger Elliot: When you say this side, you mean over in the 
Montclair-Upland side? 


[00:01:35] Esperanza Candelas: Well, yeah, Montclair would be now, but it 
was Ontario at that time. 


[00:01:39] Ginger Elliot: Right. Okay. Okay. 


[00:01:40] Esperanza Candelas: And we had that, as I said that I can 
remember-- 


[00:01:44] Ginger Elliot: Let's stop for a minute. The, the airplane noise. We'll 
let that go. Okay. Go ahead. 


[00:01:49] Esperanza Candelas: --Uh, That I remember I went to Claremont 
Schools, but not very long. When I was living over there, where I started, when 
we came from Mexico, we went [00:02:00] there, but we were segregated. 


[00:02:02] Ginger Elliot: Yes. 

[00:02:03] Esperanza Candelas: Then we moved over here, so there had to be 
another arrangement. So a bus used to come for us and pick us up and take us to 
Upland. 

[00:02:15] Ginger Elliot: To go to school Upland. 


[00:02:16] Esperanza Candelas: Yeah. There we were segregated, too. We 
would go to the be mixed when we passed to the sixth grade. Then we would 
Stay -- 


[00:02:28] Ginger Elliot: Then you would go into the regular school with 
everybody? 


[00:02:30] Esperanza Candelas: Yes. Which was, um, now it's a new one, but 
it was built out of brick. A big one. And near the town, you know, and this one 


is near downtown too, but, it's done differently. Anyway-- 


[00:02:47] Ginger Elliot: Could I ask you one question? Is Candelas your 
married name? 


[00:02:51] Esperanza Candelas: Yes. 

[00:02:52] Ginger Elliot: What was your name before you were married? 
[00:02:54] Esperanza Candelas: Cervantes. 

[00:02:55] Ginger Elliot: Cervantes. Okay, thank you. Go ahead. 

[00:02:58] Esperanza Candelas: So, [00:03:00] we went, as I said, when I was 
in the segregated schools. Not cause I want to say that to myself, but I got good 
grades. Now the teacher had a board. In the board, she had another paper like 
this, you know? But bigger. And she would put a star, gold star, if you did all 


your work and how you did it. 


They were few of us who did it. Now, in respond to that, she would take us in 
places in her car. Well, I got to see the, um, what is it? Um, observatory? 


[00:03:40] Ginger Elliot: Observatory? 


[00:03:41] Esperanza Candelas: She took us there. Oh, it was beautiful. 
Beautiful and interesting. 


[00:03:45] Ginger Elliot: Up in the hills at Griffith? 


[00:03:47] Esperanza Candelas: Mm-hmm. I had with her--with more girls, 
but the ones that made their work, Uhhuh. 


Then she took us to, I don't know what time, but I think it was Sam Peter. 
[00:04:00] She took, she took us to a, a big, big ship that was called the Dollar 
Ship. It had signs of the dollar bill all over. So I got to see that. Now, this school 
where I went here in Upland, it was an old house. 


[00:04:18] Ginger Elliot: Let's wait once again. Okay. 


[00:04:24] Esperanza Candelas: It was an old house. It had a bathtub. Oh, you 
don't know how I enjoyed that because we didn't have no running water. We 
didn't have no hot water. We had wooden stoves at home. Well, as poor as you 
can, like I could explain. So this was a big treat to me. So I work hard and so we 
had to go in there and take a bath and warm water and oh, it was wonderful. 


So, I had to take so much time because if another girl had, you know, good 
grades, [00:05:00] she would come in and we had to be ready when the bus 
would bring us from over there here. Well, the rest of the time, even when we 
had that, um, uh, that president that sent too many people to Mexico, what his 
name was, um, 


[00:05:22] Ginger Elliot: What, what years do you think, how old would you 
have been? Still in school? 


[00:05:27] Esperanza Candelas: Yes, I think so. Okay. That's the thing. I'm 
not, you know, good right now. But anyway, um, what was I telling you about 
the school? Was I telling you about the school? No. The debating. 


[00:05:43] Ginger Elliot: Yes. Yes. 
[00:05:45] Esperanza Candelas: And, uh, so from there, I, I went to the sixth 
grade, passed to the sixth grade. All I can remember about that sixth grade was 


that my teacher, my teacher, I tell him I give [00:06:00] him this story. 


She was, well, she was doing her job, but there was an American boy in the 
morning when we got to the room, she would put us on the board, all in line. 


First we would have spelling. And the second thing would be arithmetic. 'Cause 
I was very good on the history and all those things. 


[00:06:23] Ginger Elliot: Mm-hmm. 

[00:06:23] Esperanza Candelas: Well, in spelling, I wasn't scared. 

I could see, I could see big words in front of me. So I was the one that was, you 
know, real good. But when it came to arithmetic, I tried to put it on the table. 
Cause we didn't have no pencils or papers. No, no. We had to in our head. 


[00:06:43] Ginger Elliot: Really? 


[00:06:43] Esperanza Candelas: She would say nine, take away one subtracted 
from somewhere might apply by this. 


Oh, it drove me crazy. I couldn't say, but that American boy. Oh, I was so mad 
with her. [laughs] 


[00:06:57] Ginger Elliot: Why? What did he do? 

[00:06:58] Esperanza Candelas: Nothing. But he, you know, [00:07:00] he 
won every time. But I was good at arithmetic, but not oral. Not oral. Yes. Yes. 
Well, from there, um, I quit at 16, you know, I passed to the seventh grade, but 


then we stayed home. 


I mean, we, you know, our parents, you know, didn't--but with me, The 
policeman came to my dad and said, if you don't send her to school, 'cause -- 


[00:07:28] Ginger Elliot: This was in the seventh grade? Okay. 

[00:07:30] Esperanza Candelas: Oh, sixth grade then. 

[00:07:31] Ginger Elliot: In the sixth, 

[00:07:31] Esperanza Candelas: Yeah. So he said, if you don't send her to 
school, we're going to charge you $250. And at that time, 200, that was big 


money. 


So, then it was arranged not only me, but five girls from the barrio. A lady came 
for us and took us to Chaffee High School in an old house, and we, they taught 


us [00:08:00] school. But we, I took cooking and sewing. Oh, okay. And then 
from there, I was enough old to stay home, but it was work, work, work, work 
all, all my life. 


